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Do I need a
guardian? If you die without a Will you are basically giving the state of Texas the right to decide who will receive
your property. What a frightening thought!
Who is Uptown When a person dies without a Will, the law determines who their heirs are. What can follow are family
Counseling and feuds and ugly law suits of Dickensian proportions.

Family Therapy
(UCFT) Who Is In Charge After You Die? is a book everyone should read. Those who do not have Wills, those

who may not have proper wills and those who are confronted with the daunting task of handling a loved
one’s estate.

page 4 For those who do not have a Will, this book will clearly outline the unquestionable necessity of taking

care of the matter and in doing so properly in order for the Will to be valid. It will serve as a guide to
Keeping up with family members who need to better understand what is involved in settling an estate of a loved one
The Ashmore when there is a Will and when there is not a Will. And it will clarify the profound differences between
Law Firm the two. It explains probate and under what circumstances it is or is not necessary.
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As we move further into autumn, the telltale signs of the

season have mostly come and gone. The leaves have changed
into their new colors and fallen from the trees, the pumpkins
have long since been carved, and another Halloween is in the
books. And now, amazingly, Thanksgiving is already upon us.

Everyone at our firm would like to wish you and your fam-
ily a very happy and safe holiday, great memories with your
loved ones, and of course, lots of delicious food.

W a I l t tO Speaking of Thanksgiving food, there may be no other holi-

° ° day that has more distinct dining traditions. The lineup in
many households will include the usual suspects: cranberry,

Wln a Vl S a sweet potatoes, stuffing, pumpkin pie — and the main event —
turkey.

1t d?
g 1 t C a’r o According to estimates from the National Turkey

Federation, approximately 46 million turkeys were laid
out on dinner tables across the country on Thanksgiving in

With the hOhdayS fast approaching, 2010. That’s the equivalent of 736 million pounds of turkey
please submit your favorite Santa photo meat. Though turkeys are raised in many parts of the U.S.,
(babies and kids with Santa, whole fami- there are six states that produce the majority of turkeys in

lies with Santa. and don’t forget Fido the United States: Minnesota, North Carolina, Virginia,

Arkansas, Missouri, and Indiana. Similar to the turkey, the
dressed up as Santa—we want to see

them ALL!) The 2 “Best Santa” photos

cranberry is also native to the Americas — and U.S. farm-
ers produced approximately 735 million pounds of them in

will receive a $25.00 VISA gift card! 2010.
§
Mail, Email to One more Turkey Day factoid — if you overeat this .
FirmOpinions @ AshmoreLaw.com Thanksgiving and feel fatigued afterward, scientists say you
or Stop by to Drop off your have only yourself to blame, not the tryptophan that is found\« t SE

submission photos no later than
. Friday, December 23rd! ‘ i

Good Luck! brlngs- .
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- do I need a guardianship?
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Your child has Down syndrome and is about to
turn 18. At 18 years old a child becomes an adult.
They can legally make their own decisions, finan-
cial or medical. If a child has Down syndrome, they
may be mentally unable to make decisions. They
need a Guardian appointed by the Court to make
medical or financial decisions on their behalf.

A loved one is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s or
Dementia and unable to make their own medi-
cal or financial decisions. Without being declared
legally incapacitated an individual has a right to
make their own medical decisions and handle
their own financial affairs. Whether they write a
$10,000.00 check to the yard man, add their “new
friend’s” name to their accounts, or let their new
friend help them with medical decisions. As a result
of the high potential for exploitation and abuse, a
Guardian appointed by the Court is needed for the
protection of your loved one and their estate.

A loved one has a Mental Illness and is not able

to make appropriate financial or medical deci-
sions. The mental illness process is one which

@

4. Your minor child has received an inheritance or

allows you to hospitalize someone involuntarily

by an Order of Protective Custody by showing a
recent overt act of harm to self or others. I find for
many this is like putting a band-aid on a cancer,
whereas a Guardianship is like applying che-
motherapy. This is not the answer for the entire
mentally ill population, but may be the answer for
many. A Court appointed Guardian is able to obtain
all medical and psychiatric records of the patient.
The psychiatric hospital, doctors, nurses etc., must
speak with the Guardian even without consent of
the patient. It appears some patients need the struc-
ture a Guardianship gives to exercise good judg-
ment and stay on medications.

life insurance proceeds. A child under the age of
18 is not allowed to have any estate. This means
they are not able to own real property or receive
life insurance proceeds. If your child is receiving
any interest in real property or proceeds from a life
insurance policy or annuity as a named beneficiary,
they will need a Court appointed Guardian to over-
see these assets. M
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urtown counseunve Welcome Uptown Counseling & Family Therapy to our neighborhood!
& FAMILY THERAPY www.uptowncounseling.org

Creating Your Best Tomorrow

WHO IS UPTOWN COUNSELING AND FAMILY THERAPY (UCFT)?

Traditional therapies require one to investigate problems and may work and analyzes the client’s weaknesses. UCFT focuses on
require years in therapy. UCFT focuses on solutions so you can what the client is doing right and builds a foundation for the

achieve results quickly. future.

Traditional therapies often focus on resistance, provoking Traditional therapies focus on the past. UCFT focuses on your

fear, and underlying reasons for a problem. UCFT focuses on future and how you will meet your goals.

strengths, intelligence and wisdom of the client to help them
achieve their best hopes. If you are looking for a kind of therapy that shows respect, focus-

es on your hopes and your goals, then Uptown Counseling and

Traditional therapies focus on what is wrong and what does not Family Therapy was made for you!
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Copyright ©2010 by The Ashmore Law Firm, P.C. This publication is intended to educate the general public about probate, personal injury, medical malpractice, family law, and
other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent
counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

KEEP UP WITH US ON THE WEB!

ﬂ FACEBOOK Facebook.com/AshmoreLaw

G TWITTER Twitter.com/AshmorelLaw

YOUTUBE YouTube.com/AshmoreLaw

Use your smart phone
QR app to scan the

N ESTATE PLANNING BLOG www.txestateplanners.com QR code above.
N FAMILY LAW BLOG www.dallasfamilylawatty.com

N PERSONAL INJURY BLOG www.personalinjurydallas.net

If you prefer an electronic version of our newsletter please send us your email address to FirmOpinions @ AshmoreLaw.com
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